Alexander the Great — Why Wait?
Who was Alexander the Great?

Alexander the Great was one of the most
famous leaders in history. He was born more
than 2,000 years ago in the ancient kingdom of
Macedon, near northern Greece. Even as a child,
Alexander was known for being brave, curious,
and determined. Stories say he loved reading,
learning about heroes, and training to become
a great warrior.

When Alexander grew older, he became king at
a very young age. Many people thought he

I | would struggle because he was inexperienced,

' but he quickly surprised everyone. He led his

' army on incredible journeys across huge
distances, through deserts, mountains, forests, and powerful cities. Along the
way, he faced dangerous enemies, solved difficult problems, and inspired fierce
loyalty from his soldiers.

Alexander became famous because he never gave up easily. He was known for
his clever battle plans, his confidence, and his willingness to lead from the
front. Instead of staying safely behind his army, he often rode into battle
himself. This made his soldiers respect him and fight even harder.

Many exciting legends grew around Alexander during his lifetime. Some stories
tell of him taming a wild horse that nobody else could ride. Others describe
him solving impossible challenges in surprising ways. People across the ancient
world began to believe he was destined for greatness.

Today, Alexander is remembered as one of history’s greatest military leaders.
His adventures changed countries, cultures, and empires, and people still study
his life thousands of years later.

And we will be learning all about him after half term as part of our Opening
Worlds History Unit!



Alexander the Great Reading

There are three texts about Alexander the Great.
There are questions linked to every text, which you
can do if you want tfo.

Alexander and Bucephalus

% Alexander and the Knot




Alexander and Bucephalus

The hot afternoon sun beat down on the training grounds outside the palace
of Alexander the Great's home in Macedon. Soldiers, nobles, and stable
hands crowded around the huge black horse that stamped and snorted in
the dust. The animal’s name was Bucephalus, and everyone agreed on one
thing: he was impossible to tame.

The horse dealer who had brought him there promised he was the finest
horse in the world. His coat shone like polished stone, and his muscles rippled
beneath his skin. But the moment anyone tried to ride him, Bucephalus
reared into the air, kicking wildly and throwing the rider into the dirt.

King Philip Il of Macedon watched with growing anger. “This horse is useless,”
he declared. “Take him away.”

The horse dealer protested desperately. “Your Majesty, he only needs the
right rider!”

Several of the king's best horsemen tried again. One was bucked off before
he could even swing his leg over the saddle. Another landed flat on his back
while the crowd laughed nervously. Bucephalus screamed and tossed his
head, his dark mane flying.

Among the crowd stood young Alexander, only a boy but already sharp-
eyed and confident. While everyone else stared at the horse's wild behavior,
Alexander noticed something different. Every time Bucephalus turned, he
shied away from his own shadow stretching across the ground.

Alexander stepped closer to his father. “The horse is not vicious,” he said
calmly. “He is frightened.”

Some of the nobles chuckled. A boy claiming to understand a beast that
grown men could not control seemed ridiculous.

King Philip frowned. *And what would you do, theng”
“I could ride him,” Alexander replied.

The laughter grew louder. One noble muttered, “The prince will break his
neck.”

But Alexander did not back away. “If | fail, | will pay for the horse myself.”

The crowd fell silent. Even King Philip looked surprised. At last he nodded.
“Very well. Try."”



Alexander approached Bucephalus slowly, speaking softly so the horse
would hear a calm voice instead of shouting. The great horse snorted and
pawed at the dirt, but Alexander gently took hold of the reins and turned
him toward the sun. Suddenly the shadow disappeared behind them.

Bucephalus relaxed almost at once.
A murmur spread through the crowd.

Alexander stroked the horse’s neck and waited patiently unfil the trembling
stopped. Then, in one smooth motion, he leaped onto Bucephalus's back.

For a heartbeat nobody moved.
Then the horse burst forward like an arrow shot from a bow.

Dust flew behind them as Bucephalus raced across the field. Some in the
crowd gasped in horror, certain Alexander would be thrown. But the young
prince leaned low and rode with confidence, guiding the horse instead of
fighting him.

At the far end of the field, Bucephalus slowed and turned gracefully.
Together they galloped back toward the stunned crowd.

When Alexander dismounted, even the soldiers cheered.

King Philip embraced his son proudly. According to legend, he told
Alexander, “My son, seek a kingdom equal to yourself, for Macedon is too
small for you.”

From that day on, Alexander and Bucephalus were never parted. Together
they would ride into battles, cross deserts and mountains, and become part
of history forever.



Questions

1. What was the name of the horse in the storye

2. Why did King Philip want the horse taken awaye

3. What happened to the riders who tried to tame Bucephalus before
Alexander?

4. Where did Alexander notice the horse looking whenever it became
frightened?

5. What did Alexander promise if he failed to ride the horse?¢

6. Why do you think the nobles laughed when Alexander said he could
ride Bucephalus?

/. What does Alexander’s behavior tell you about his personalitye

8. Why did Bucephalus calm down when Alexander turned him toward
the sung

9. How do you think the crowd felt when Alexander first rode away on
the horse?2 Explain your answer.

10. Why was King Philip proud of Alexander at the end of the storye

11. Find a word in the story that means “shaking with fear.”

12. What does the phrase “burst forward like an arrow shot from a
bow" help the reader understand about the horse?

13. What is meant by the sentence “Together they would ride into
battles, cross deserts and mountains, and become part of history
forever”e

14. Summarise how Alexander succeeded in taming Bucephalus in
three sentences.

15. What is the main lesson or message of the story?




Alexander and the Gordium Knot

In the ancient city of Gordium stood a famous wagon tied with an
enormously complicated knot. According to legend, whoever could untie
the knot would one day rule all of Asia. For years, tfravelers, soldiers, and kings
had stared at the knot in confusion, but nobody could solve it.

When Alexander the Great arrived in Gordium with his army, people hurried
to watch what he would do. By then, Alexander had already won many
battles, but the knot before him looked impossible. Thick cords twisted
around one another so tightly that no one could even find the ends.

The temple courtyard buzzed with excitement. Some people whispered that
even Alexander would fail. Others believed the prophecy meant he was
destined to succeed.

Alexander studied the knot carefully. He pulled at several cords, searching
for a way to loosen them, but nothing moved. The knot seemed tighter every
time he touched it.

His soldiers watched silently. They expected him to keep trying for hours like
the others before him. Instead, Alexander suddenly stepped back and
rested his hand on the hilt of his sword.

The crowd murmured nervously.

With one swift motion, Alexander drew his sword and sliced straight through
the knof.

The cords fell apart instantly.

For a moment, the courtyard was completely silent. Then people began
shouting in amazement. Some declared that Alexander had cheated
because he had not truly untied the knot. Others argued that he had solved
the problem in a brilliant new way.

Alexander himself remained calm. “The important thing,” he reportedly said,
“Is that the knot is undone.”

That night, a great storm rolled across the sky with flashes of lightning and
crashing thunder. Many people believed it was a sign from the gods
approving Alexander’s actions.

Whether the story happened exactly this way or not, the tale of the Gordian
Knot became one of the most famous legends in history. Today, people still
use the phrase “cutting the Gordian knot” to describe solving a difficult
problem with bold and creative action instead of wasting fime on impossible
methods.



Questions

1. In which city was the Gordian Knot kept?

2. What did the legend say about the person who untied the knot?

3. Why had nobody managed to solve the knot before Alexander
arrived?

4. What did Alexander do after frying to loosen the cordse

5. How did the crowd react when Alexander cut the knot?

6. Why do you think some people believed Alexander had cheated?

/. What does Alexander’s solution suggest about the way he thought?

8. Why might the soldiers have been surprised by Alexander’s actions?

9. What can you infer about Alexander’'s confidence from the story?

1

1

0. Why did some people see the storm as an important signe
1. Find a word in the text that means “predicted event about the
future.”
12. What does the phrase “the courtyard buzzed with excitement”
help the reader imagine?
13. Explain what is meant by the expression “cutting the Gordian
knot” today.
14. Summarise the story of the Gordian Knot in three or four
sentences.
15. What lesson do you think readers can learn from Alexander’s

actions in this storye




Interview with Alexander the Great

Interviewer: Welcome, Alexander. Many people know you as a brilliant
conqueror, but what would you say makes you a strong leader?

Alexander the Great: A leader must share the hardships of his soldiers. | do
not ask my men to march through deserts or fight dangerous battles unless |
am willing to do the same beside them.

Interviewer: So your soldiers see you fighting with them?

Alexander: Always. A king who hides behind his army will never truly earn
loyalty. My soldiers know | ride into battle with them, and that gives them
courage.

Interviewer: Your army has defeated forces much larger than your own. How
is that possible?

Alexander: Numbers alone do not win battles. Training, discipline, and speed
are more important. My soldiers practise constantly so they can react quickly
in combat. We move faster than many armies expect.

Interviewer: What makes your soldiers different from otherse

Alexander: They fight as one unit. Each soldier trusts the man beside him. Our
formations are carefully organised, especially the phalanx, where rows of
soldiers carry long spears and protect one another.

Interviewer: Some historians say your soldiers were fiercely loyal to you. How
did you gain that loyaltye

Alexander: | rewarded bravery and listened to my men. | learned many of
their names and spoke to them often. Soldiers fight harder when they believe
their leader respects them.

Interviewer: Were you ever afraid before a battlee

Alexander: Of course. Any man who says he never feels fear is lying.
Courage is not the absence of fear — it is acting despite it.

Interviewer: What was the most important quality you wanted in your army@

Alexander: Determination. Battles are often won by the side that refuses to
give up, even when exhausted.

Interviewer: Finally, what advice would you give to future leaders?

Alexander: Lead by example. If people see courage, discipline, and fairness
in their leader, they are more likely to show those qualities themselves.



Questions

1. According to Alexander, what must a leader be willing to do?

2. Why do Alexander’s soldiers gain courage during battle?

3. What three things does Alexander say are more important than
numbers in battlee

4. What is the phalanx?

5. How did Alexander show respect to his soldiers?

6. Why do you think soldiers fight harder for leaders they respect?

/. What does Alexander’s answer about fear reveal about his

character?

8. Why might moving quickly give Alexander’s army an advantage in
battlee

9. What can you infer about Alexander’s relationship with his soldierse

10. Why do you think Alexander believed leading by example was
important?

11. Find a word in the text that means “strong faithfulness or
support.”

12. What does the phrase "“fight as one unit” suggest about
Alexander’s armye

13. Explain what Alexander means by “Courage is not the absence
of fear.”

14. Summarise Alexander’s leadership style in three or four
sentences.

15. What do you think was Alexander’s greatest strength as a
leadere Use evidence from the text to explain your answer.




Follow Up Activities

What can you do based on these storiese

Alexander and Bucephalus

- Can you draw/ paint/ make a mosaic of Bucephalus?

- Find out about the adventures Alexander the Great had with
Bucephalus in the future.

- Research other famous horses and their interesting stories. If you can
work out where Shergar went, there's a grand prize of house points
available!

Alexander and the Knot

- Write a newspaper report on the memorable moment when
Alexander cut the knot.
- Can you make a knot like the Gordian knot

Alexander at War

- Can you create/ draw the battle formations used by Alexander.
- Can you junk model your own armour used in Alexander’s army
- Write a '‘How to' guide for being a soldier in Alexander's army.

@\ Books you might like to get/ borrow from the library!

Alexander: The Boy Soldier Who Conquered the World

By Simon Adams
Who Was Alexander the Great?

By Kathryn Waterfield

Why Alexander The Great Is The Single Most Important Man In History

https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&v=a2a4o0R0ZUYE

Alexander the Great for Kids | Ancient Greece | Simple History

https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&v=j K75880VPE

Was Alexander the Great really that great? - Stephanie Honchell Smith

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bVjKL1zd-vQ

% . ALEXANDER THE GREAT: A Very Short Introduction | Animated Book Summary

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BFGevZ0aCPo



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a2a4oR0ZUYE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&v=a2a4oR0ZUYE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j_K7588OVPE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&v=j_K7588OVPE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bVjKL1zd-vQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bVjKL1zd-vQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BFGevZ0aCPo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BFGevZ0aCPo

Multiplication

1x1=1
1x2=2
1x3=3
1x4=4
1x5=5
1x6=6
1x7=7
1x8=8
1x9=9

2x1=2
2x2=4
2x3=6
2x4=8
2x5=10
2x6=12
2x7=14
2x8=16
2x9=18

1x10=10 2x10=20

1x1M1=1

2xM=22

1x12=12 2x12=24

7x1=7
7x2=14
Tx3=21
7x4 =28
7x5=35
7x6 =42
7x7=49
7x8 =56
7x9 =63

8x1=8

8x2=16
8x3=24
8x4=32
8x5=40
8x6=48
8x7=56
8x8=64
8x9=72

3x1=3
3x2=6
3x3=9
3x4=12
3x5=15
3x6=18
3x7=21
3x8=24
3x9=27
3x10=30
3xM=33
3x12=36

9x1=9

9x2=18
9x3=27
9x4=36
9x5=45
9x6=54
O9x7=63
9x8=72
9x9=81

4x1=4
4x2=8
4x3=12
4x4=16
4x5=20
4x6=24
4x7=28
4x8=32
4x9=36
4x10= 40
4x1M=44
4x12=48

10x1=10
10x2=20
10x3=30
10x4=40
10x5=50
10x6=60
10x7=70
10x8=80

5x1=5
5x2=10
5x3=15
5x4=20
5x5=25
5x6=30
5x7=35
5x8=40
5x9=45
5x10=50
Bx11=55
5x12=60

Mx1=1

Mx2=22
Mx3=33
Mx4=44
Mx5=55
Mx6=66
Mx7=77
Mx8=88

10x9=90 MMx9=99

6x1=6
6x2=12
6x3=18
6x4=24
6x5=30
6x6=36
6x7=42
6x8=48
6x9=54
6x10= 60
6 x11=66
6x12=72

12x1=12
12x2=24
12x3=36
12x4=48
12x5=60
12x6=72
12x7=84
12x8=96
12x9=108

7x10 =70
T7xM1=77
T7x12 =84

8x10=80
8x1=88
8x12=96

9x10=90 10x10=100 Mx10=110 12x10=120
OIxM=99 10xM=110 Mx1M=121 12x11=132
O9x12=108 10x12=120 Mx12=132 12x12=144

Practise online: Emile Education Games (https://games.emile-education.com/login) or without
a login: Times tables games - Learn them all here! (https://www.timestables.co.uk/)



https://games.emile-education.com/login
https://www.timestables.co.uk/

== Telling the Time

o’clock

5 past

25 past

half past

Analogue Time a.m. and p.m.

Digital Time a.m.

0000 J 0100 0200 | 03:00 0400 J 05:00 J 06:00 J§ 01.00  08.00 J 03.05 f 10:00 ff 1100

Digital Time p.m.

12:00 i 13:00 1400 J 15:00 f 16:00 ff 11.00 f 18:00 1900 W 20.00 I 21.00 f 22.00 f 23.00

Practise online: Telling the Time - Mathsframe
(https://mathsframe.co.uk/en/resources/resource/116/telling-the-time)



https://mathsframe.co.uk/en/resources/resource/116/telling-the-time

