
 
 
 

 

Newsletter 27  2023-2024 
 

 22nd April 2024 

Dear parents and carers 

Stars of the week w/c 22.4.24 
 
 

n- AM uzair  3B deniz 
N - PM ouassim 3H george  
RR hirah  4p raheem 
Rs ray  4sh tehaila 
1A sofi  5g youcef 
1L sophia 5y maariyah & kobby 
2DM ilyas  6f   Fatoumata 
2F amelia 6m shahmir 
                              PLM  - thea 
sports stars – andrei & fares y6          
 

 

attendance and punctuality  w/c 15.4.24 
 

Best Attendance    3B 99.6%  
Special mention to 2DM & 6F  99%  
 

Best Punctuality     2F, 3H & 5G 
 

 

Class that needs to improve  

their attendance  3H 88.4%   
 

Class that needs to improve       

their punctuality  RR, RS & 4P 
 

Overall School Attendance this year = 94.3% 

Happy St Georges Day! 
Our whole school assembly on Friday was about St George as the 

patron Saint of England, as it is St Georges Day on Tuesday 23rd April.  

Although St George is the patron saint of England, he is also celebrated 

in other countries. 

Year 6 explained that a patron saint is the protecting or guiding saint for 

a particular person or place. St George is the patron saint of England,  

St Andrew is Scotland’s, St Patrick is Ireland’s and St David is the patron saint of Wales. 

Many myths surround St George, but the essence of his story remains the same. He was a brave 

knight who lived many centuries ago. His most documented achievement is that he fought a fierce 

dragon to save a princess.  In doing so, he set the people free from future misery by ridding them of 

the terrifying creature. 
 

It is this bravery that most people associate with St George, whether it’s fighting unpleasant external 

forces such as the dragon in his story or symbolically overcoming our own dragons or fears. 

The children re-enacted the story of St George and the dragon, and whilst we may not be 

physically brave like St George, we can be brave by not following the crowd when we know that 

something is wrong or by doing things that make the world a better place. Even if our deeds are not 

seen, we can know in our hearts that it was the right thing to do. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

The children gave their own ideas of knowing what the right thing to do was….  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Refuse to join in with others 

if they are being unkind 

about someone else, 

whether they’re doing it in 
front of them or behind 

their back…. 

 

 

Be fair and have integrity, 

even if it goes against our 

own interests or opinions  

 

Think about 

sharing if you 

have too much 

 

Give food to 

people  

 

Express our 

feelings to 

others 

 

Be kind to 

each other 

 



 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Class and School Charters 

The School Council have been very busy designing Playground, Dining Hall and Anti-

Bullying Charters to remind the children of how we wish everyone to behave and to 

follow the 4 R’s. 

Play Ground Charters  

 

Anti-Bullying Policy  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Challenge: 
Next time you find yourself 

wanting to say, ‘Why should I?’ 

Challenge yourself and ask, 

‘Why shouldn’t I?’ instead! 

Todays Reflection:  
 Let’s reflect on St George by helping 

others to make the world a better 

place. 

 That helping others is its own reward. 

 Let’s find the courage within ourselves 

to do the against the crowd. 

 Let’s always to try to follow the truth 

and to do what is helpful for others. 



 

 

Dining Hall Charter….  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

School Gates…. 
As from this Wednesday 24th April we are closing the gates very promptly at 8:45am.  
 

The school day begins at 8:45amwhich means the children should be in their classes learning 
from this time onwards. If you arrive 5 or 10 minutes after that it will mean the children 
getting into class late and missing the beginning of the day. The children get very unsettled by 
this. 
 

We do open the school gates promptly at 8:30am and many families are there waiting at this 
time. Please help us get the children in on time so that they do not miss the beginning of their 
day. 
 

Letters will be coming home to remind key families of how much time they are missing due 
to this.  
 
 

If your child has been offered a place in our Reception 

class for September from the borough’s Admissions 

department, you will soon be also receiving a letter from 

us. Remember you must accept the place with Waltham Forest 

Admissions by 30
th

 April 

If you did not get the school that you were hoping for, the 

Admissions department will automatically put you on a waiting list for your 

higher preference schools until 31
st

 December.  After this time you must reapply 

to Admissions if you want to continue to stay on the waiting list for South 

Grove. 

 

Clubs start this week  
 

Make sure you’ve signed up for the many great after school clubs on offer.                   
Some clubs are already full but there may be an alternative – the Google Form will 
say if a club is full or you can check at the office. 
 

Remember that places are limited and not guaranteed until payment has been made on ParentPay (we no longer 
take cash in the office). You will only be informed if you do NOT get a place. 
 

Unfortunately, if there are not enough children to make up a club it may have to be cancelled. 
 

Music clubs and choir start this week too – so don’t forget if you signed up for Choir, it starts  

tomorrow after school 3:15 - 4:00pm with Ms Forbes 
 

Most Clubs end week commencing 8th July with a couple of exceptions – please refer to the original letter you 
were sent to sign up and please make a note on your calendar. 
 

https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.stwilfrids.devon.sch.uk%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2015%2F09%2FclubsActivities.gif&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.stwilfrids.devon.sch.uk%2Fnews%2Flunch-time-after-school-clubs-autumn-2015%2F&docid=EDrSbqRqfBkbJM&tbnid=0LNPlpmXBawCHM%3A&vet=12ahUKEwienaHfm8zaAhWOSsAKHeYtD1M4ZBAzKAgwCHoECAAQCQ..i&w=427&h=206&hl=en&safe=strict&bih=479&biw=1091&q=after%20school%20clubs%20clip%20art&ved=2ahUKEwienaHfm8zaAhWOSsAKHeYtD1M4ZBAzKAgwCHoECAAQCQ&iact=mrc&uact=8


 

MAKATON  
BUDDIES  
word of the week:  
 

SKY 
 
 

 

 Write it on your calendar… 
Please note the new dates for 

School Games  Days 
 

Reception & KS1 - Monday 24th June 
KS2 - Thursday 27th June 

 
Both will take place in the morning and families 

are welcome to come and cheer! 
 

Friday 28th June is the reserve day in case of 
rain 

 

 

 

Surprise Guest! 
 

Today we were really lucky to have Joe Wicks, The Body Coach and star of lockdown 

PE sessions, come into school to run a sporty workshop with some children in KS2!  The 

children were very vocal in their enjoyment with great cheers coming from the hall as 

they joined in his inspiring, motivational and fun session.   
 

He spoke to them about the importance of having a healthy diet, exercise and plenty of sleep are 

to keeping you physically and mentally fit, although he did also mention that the occasional treat is 

definitely allowed!  He gave us signed copies of a couple of his books for the library so that the 

children who didn’t take part can get inspired too. 
 

He was only visiting a limited number of schools and we were chosen because one of his team is an 

ex South Grove pupil (thanks Jerome!) And thanks Joe for coming in – we loved it! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

With my very best wishes                                       

    

                                     

Julie Maltwood 

Headteacher             



South Grove Learning Gallery  

Nursery  

Nursery have come back from their Spring Break having explored the world 

around them for their home learning project. They have carefully looked for signs 

that a new season is here, Spring, trying to find blossom, flowers, even lambs! The 

children went on Spring searches, visited farms, collected chicken eggs, drew 

pictures, made patterns with what they found. Back at Nursery they are very 

excited as we are looking after some tadpoles in our Nursery tank and learning 

about the changes that happen to them as they grow. We have also been 

planting seeds in our garden to help encourage insects to visit and get food and 

make their homes. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reception 

In the first week of the summer term we have enjoyed learning about our new topic of Flowers and Growing. To 

launch this topic we received a bouquet of flowers from Fred the phonics frog to say thank you for all of the help 

that the Reception children gave him in rescuing him from ‘Pirate Pete.’ We made still life observations of the 

different flowers using paint and other mediums, but first we looked at still life paintings by famous artists. We 

carefully examined the different shapes and colours to help us make fabulous still life flower pictures. We observed 

that not all flowers look the same and found out that they have different names.  
 

In maths we recapped the process of sharing equally by sharing flowers between Fred and his friend Fredita. 

The helped us to explore the difference between odd and even numbers. 
 

Furthermore, last week we found out all about the Muslim celebration Eid and 

some of us made Eid decorations. 
 

On Friday we took part in the outdoor learning experience, we raced around 

outside looking for markers and cards labelling parts of our bodies. It was so 

much fun working together with our teams to win points. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Year 1 
We've had an exciting first week back in Year 1 as we started our new topic: flowers and insects. We began our 

exploration by focusing on the anatomy of flowers and insects. The children engaged in drawing activities, where 

they meticulously labelled the parts of a flower and noted the three main body parts of an insect — the head, 

thorax, and abdomen — as well as its six legs. This hands-on approach has been a wonderful way to deepen their 

understanding of the natural world. 
 

Outdoor activities this week included orienteering exercises that allowed the children to practice teamwork and 

enhance their communication skills. Working together, they navigated our school grounds, which reinforced not only 

their sense of direction but also their ability to collaborate effectively. 
 

In our English lessons, we explored the past tense, encouraging the children to describe past activities and 

events, which helps in developing their verbal and written expression. Maths lessons were very practical as we 

practiced counting in 2s and 10s, a fundamental skill that supports their understanding of number sequences and 

patterns. 
 

In History, the children learned about the significance of bees through the ages and their impact on our 

environment and agriculture. This historical perspective ties beautifully with our main topic, linking the 

importance of insects and flowers to both past and present. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 2 
Last week we were lucky enough to have visitors who taught us orienteering skills. We went in to the Key Stage 

Two playground and worked as a team to complete fun orienteering activities.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Year 3 

As part of the outdoor learning experience, Year 3 thoroughly enjoyed taking part in the orienteering and science 

activities. They had to use their mental maths skills to quickly and efficiently solve the problems. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 4 

Last week, along with the rest of South Grove, Year 4 thoroughly enjoyed the Outdoor Learning Experience 

(props to Red Team for taking the trophy!). We particularly enjoyed putting our knowledge of bones to the test, a 

callback to Autumn's 'The Human Body' topic. I'm sure you all missed my humerus bone puns. 

 

Additionally, Year 4 began our current topic, Fashion, by looking at the work of artist Piet Mondrian. Look out next 

week for the finished pieces! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

  

 

 



Year 5 

Last week we were lucky to experience some outdoor learning brought to us by Enrich Learning. We had a go at 

orienteering in our playground. We were set out in teams that were named after famous explorers Tenzing 

Nargate, Neil Armstrong, Amelia Earhart and Matthew Henson. In our groups we had a map of the school that 

showed small signs with symbols, numbers and letters on them. We had to go and find the marking and list the 

letters we could find. The challenge was to make as many words as we could. We are looking forward to doing this 

again later in the summer term. Adventure is out there! 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 6 

Year 6 had an incredible active learning session on Friday where we combined Science and 

Maths with PE. We were split into teams of four and had to compete for the most 

points.  
 

We started off by labelling the bones in the skeleton. We ran to get the key words in 

order to complete the diagram. We then put our problem solving skills to the test. We 

took part in an orienteering lesson where we had to find numbers around the playground 

(using our maps) in order to complete the challenge. 
 

We had a great session and would like to say a huge thank you to Enrich!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

PLM 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

See below for important parental information about SnapChat. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


