
 

 

 

 

Newsletter 5   2026-2027 
 

5th October 2026 

Dear parents and carers 

Stars of the week w/c  5.10.26 
 

n- AM    lea    3g charlotte 
N - PM    zoe  3sh uma 
rr    mia  4p zen 
rw    marc        4y sofi 
1l    asta   5a sahaj 
1s    Chloe    5F mahdi 
2dm    aariah  6m vasiliki 
2H    Yusuf E    6pb rayan 
                   The nest -  jak 
Music stars: oliver y2 & bonnie y5 

 

attendance and punctuality w/c 28.9.26 
 

Best Attendance ☺   1S 98.5 %  
 

Best Punctuality   ☺   1S 
 

Class that needs to improve  

their attendance  4Y 81.4%   
 

Class that needs to improve 

their punctuality   2H 
 

Overall School Attendance this year = 95% 

 

Time to Read – Always a good time! Developing a love of reading…. 
In Nursery and Reception you will hear about the importance of 

developing early reading skills with your child by sharing books and 

talking about their content through the use of Bug Club and their 

reading books and word recognition cards. Please support the 

teachers by sharing a book each day and add a comment in their 

reading record books. It will make such a difference to how your 

child develops within school. 

 

Whole Class Reading – we are ensuring that each class reads a class book 

during the term, so that they can discuss the storyline, characters and gain 

understanding of texts. We will be encouraging the children to buy their own 

copy so that they can have it in school to read along within the classroom, 

and when the story is finished they will be able to develop their own mini library 

at home to begin to develop that love and enjoyment of reading.  

 

Reading for all!  We cannot stress enough the importance of reading on a very 

regular basis i.e every day preferably but at the very least four times a week for 

every child across the school. We want children to immerse themselves in the 

enjoyment of reading and to develop a love of books and a variety of authors. 

  

Read, read, read!  Regular visits to the school library encourage this, so 

please ensure that your child looks after the book that they bring home 

to share and keep it safe until it needs to be returned the following week, 

particularly from babies and toddlers in the household. Lost or damaged books mean less for our 

library and will incur a cost of replacement of £5 passed onto parents.  Remember a visit to a book 

shop or one of Waltham Forest’s libraries is a lovely way to begin to engage your child’s love and 

engagement in reading whatever the subject! 

 

Recommended Reading List – look at the link below for a recommended reading 

list by Year Group. https://images.scholastic.co.uk/assets/a/c5/0e/creating-a-

reading-spine-hand-out-2137908.pdf         The recommended books have a blurb 

by the side so that parents and children can then select a book to buy and read. 

Waterstones or The Works, the book shops in Walthamstow, have a lovely range of 

books in the children’s section and very often two for the price of one offers.  

 

 

https://images.scholastic.co.uk/assets/a/c5/0e/creating-a-reading-spine-hand-out-2137908.pdf
https://images.scholastic.co.uk/assets/a/c5/0e/creating-a-reading-spine-hand-out-2137908.pdf


Bug Club 

Just a reminder from Mr Puddifoot about how you can log in at home to enjoy electronic books 

that have been selected and downloaded specifically for your child. These should be read 

alongside the reading book provided for your child by the teacher. 

 

To make Bug Club’s ‘homecoming’ as easy as possible, there is a handy trouble shooting guide for 

parents with lots of useful information including how to log in, allow pop-ups, clear caches, find help 

and more. 

 

As for accessing Bugclub, parents can just go to:  www.bugclub.co.uk   

  

The school code is MWJL 
 

Renaissance Reading MyOn - KS2 

For the children to access an online reading tool so that they can access many books from home 

to read electronically including fiction and non-fiction. Teachers recommend books for the children 

to read. 

 

The children have an individual log-in to access using their first name and then initial of their 

surname and the password: read  

 

The children will complete reading tests based on the books they have read 

when they return to school. This gives the school a reading age for the 

children which will be shared with parents during Parent Evenings.  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=https://uk.pearson.com/content/dam/region-core/uk/pearson-uk/images/educator/primary/Primary-icon-BugClubpsd.png/_jcr_content/renditions/cq5dam.web.1600.9600.png&imgrefurl=https://uk.pearson.com/primary-educators/subjects/primary-english.html&docid=qcmeVcyVslZIXM&tbnid=quofbIkILs8TQM:&w=1140&h=640&safe=strict&bih=478&biw=1093&ved=0ahUKEwjlzLTir63PAhWrCsAKHfY8BfgQMwhaKCEwIQ&iact=mrc&uact=8
http://www.bugclub.co.uk/


Results of Parent Governor Elections 
On behalf of the Governing Body can I thank the two parents who took the time to put themselves forward for 

Parent Governor Nominations.  Here are the results: 
 

Name of Candidate  Number of Votes 

Elizabeth Picart  26 

Fatjona Thameli 18 
 

Therefore Elizabeth Picart will become our Parent Governor and be invited to join the Governing Body for their 

next meeting. We welcome her and wish her all the very best in her new role. 
 

 

Aussie Rules Football Assembly 
On Friday we were lucky enough to have a resident Antipodean, Miss Grant,  deliver a hard hitting 

and action packed assembly on Aussie Rules Football (AFL). We learned about the different rules, 

how to score points and the different shaped balls. It was fun being able to contrast it with the 

football we are more used to in Britain.   
 

It wouldn't have been a Miss Grant assembly without a quiz and of course Tim Tam treats for the 

winners. It was a great way start the day! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

UKS2 Boys Football Competition by Mr Combe 
On 25th September, the Year 5 and 6 boys football team represented the school 
a tournament at Douglas Eyre with other schools in the borough.    
 

Skippered by Oisin, we started really well and won our first match  
4-0, with a hattrick from Eisa.   In the next match we gave our best performance 
and beat a good quality Barclays team 1-0 with Shayyan scoring the only goal. 
We then came up against a very strong Willow Brook team. They scored two high 
quality goals early on and we were never able to recover. To progress to the 
quarter final we needed to beat St Patricks and despite taking the lead through 
Nathaniel, we conceded a late equaliser and went out on goal difference.  
 

However, I have to say the way the boys conducted themselves throughout the day was exemplary and both 
myself and Mrs Hunter-Leitch were very impressed with them. 
 
 

 

SEND MEETINGS & COFFEE 
MORNING 

The first 2 dates for meetings 
are now fully booked – more 

will be set soon. 
There will also be a coffee 
morning on 21st October to 

meet  
Miss Moriarty 

 Year 3 Dress as an 
Egyptian Day 

Thursday  
22nd October  

Parents welcome to 
come in at 3pm to 

see their work  

 Photo Use Preference update 
Please use this link: 
https://forms.gle/qXcsUJhtBu8P4s3c8 
to update your photo preferences- it 
would be enormously helpful if 
EVERYONE completed this; thank you 
to those who have already done so but 
we are still waiting to many more! 
 

 

https://forms.gle/qXcsUJhtBu8P4s3c8


 

Black History Month Lunch Thursday 15
th
 October 

As always, even if you are usually packed lunch you can 

change for this celebration lunch – just sign up at the 

office or email parents@southgrove.waltham.sch.uk so 

cook knows how much to prepare: 

             MENU 

Plantain & Chickpea Curry & Rice 

Jerk Chicken 

Jollof Rice 

Roasted Vegetable Medley 

Old Fashioned Ginger Cake 

Tropical Fruit Salad 

 

 Flu Innoculations 
This Thursday 8th October – Reception to Y6 

Vaccination UK should have contacted you to 

confirm your prefernce of a nasal spray or an 

injection (contains no pork products) 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

individual 
photos are 
tomorrow 6TH 
October 

Children - bring your smiliest 

faces and full uniform. Parents - 

if it is your child’s PE day (Years 

1,4 + 6) ensure they have a 

jumper, cardigan or fleece to wear 

over their kit and a white polo 

shirt if you wish.  
 

 

FREE SCHOOL MEALS – EXTENDED ENTITLEMENT – are you eligible? 
We are asking all parents/carers (Nursery to Year 6) to complete a quick check to see whether their child may 
be eligible for Free School Meals (FSM) with the new expanded Free meal entitlement 
Even if you are unsure whether you qualify, please complete the eligibility check. The check is 
quick and there is no obligation to then apply.  

Please use the link to complete the check: https://fsm.lgfl.net/app 

Thank you for your support. 
 

AUTUMN WALK / JOG / RUN 

SUNDAY 18TH OCTOBER 

 

Sponsored family fun event 

2km round St James Park 

 

See sponsor sheet at the end of 

this newsletter or collect one from the office 

 

  

PLEASE NOTE 
NO CHOIR 

TOMORROW – 
6TH OCTOBER 

         Please collect 
children at 3:15pm 

**************************************************************************************************************** 

With my very best wishes                  

                                                                    

                                                        
Julie Maltwood 

Headteacher 

WELL DONE!                                      

The whole school community 

has helped us to once again 

achieve Gold Level Travel for 

Life for sustainable travel. 

Well done everyone and 

keep up the good work! 

mailto:parents@southgrove.waltham.sch.uk
https://fsm.lgfl.net/app


South Grove Learning Gallery 

this week: Year 3 & Year 4  

 

Year 3 
There has been lots of learning going on in Year 3! 

 

We became historians and writers as we learned about Howard Carter and his incredible discovery of 

Tutankhamun’s tomb. 

 

We also explored the Death of Osiris, learning about the Egyptian gods and the stories and beliefs that were 

important to Ancient Egyptians.  

 

Our creative side came out during our art activities, where we created Egyptian themed silhouette art using 

pastels to create our own artwork inspired by the Ancient Egyptians.  

 

We have also enjoyed some lovely discussions about Christianity, sharing our thoughts, asking thoughtful 

questions and listening respectfully to the ideas of others. It has been wonderful to see the children becoming 

increasingly confident when explaining their ideas and responding to different viewpoints. In maths we have been 

working on our place value looking at what the different values of each number is in a 3 digit number and what it 

will become when 1, 10 or 100 are added or taken away  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Year 4 
Year 4 brought the legend of Rome to life! Our Year 4 students stepped back in time to Ancient Rome, trading 

their pencils for mosaic tiles (paper actually) to recreate the famous story of Romulus and Remus. After studying 

the myth of the twin brothers and the She-Wolf in English, the children transformed their classrooms to design a 

masterpiece. Using a traditional Roman palette of terracotta, gold, and stone grey, they carefully arranged 

hundreds of tiny pieces of paper (which they cut themselves), showcasing incredible patience, artist flair and 

geometric skill. Their final mosaics are a stunning tribute to the founding of Rome and will be proudly displayed in 

the classroom and eventually our school corridor for everyone to admire. 

 

In addition, our historical adventures took an exciting turn as we explored Hannibal’s legendary assault on Rome. 

To bring this gripping story to life, the children participated in an immersive English lesson, actively re-enacting 

Hannibal’s arduous journey. They traced his historic route across the Mediterranean Sea, through Spain, over the 

treacherous Alps, and southward through Italy before finally arriving at Rome. The children were absolutely 

captivated by the experience, which truly made history come alive in the classroom. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



REMEMBER – STAY SAFE AND DO NOT GO DOOR TO DOOR FOR 

SPONSORSHIP – JUST ASK FRIENDS AND FAMILY 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

          
           

                       
                               

                                                                

                                                                

                                                                          
                                                   

                                                               

                                                                                                          
                                                                       

                                 

                                             

                                                        



BOOKINGS NOW OPEN! 


